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Grant McOrmond was the bearer of the mace at UVic’s first Convocation on May 25, 
1964. UVic’8 longest-term professor, who joined Victoria College in 1946 as an 
instructor of English, received thunderous applause when he carried the mace again 
at Convocation ceremonies May 29. McOrmond is retiring at the end of this month, 


after 41 years of outstanding service to the university. (Stories on McOrmond, and 
other members of the university community retiring this year, will appear in the 
July 10 edition o f the Ring.) 



UVic f 8 top students this year, Governor General 9 s Medal winner Jane Verrall (left) 
and Jubilee Medal winner Milena Andrews, chat with Nobel Laureate John 
Polanyi. 




SPRING CONVOCATION ’87 
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Polanyi speaks out 
against Star Wars 



Among Downing 9 8 many friends throughout the world were children 
he taught and learned from . 

Scholar will be missed 


Members of the University com¬ 
munity have been greatly sad¬ 
dened by the death, June 2, of Dr. 
John Downing, who retired last 
year from the UVic Department 
of Psychological Foundations in 
the Faculty of Education. 

Downing, who was 65, was 
internationally recognized for 
his contributions to the knowl¬ 
edge of how children think about 
language, and learn to read in dif¬ 
ferent languages and cultural 
backgrounds. 

Funeral services in memory of 
this internationally-recognized 
scholar were held on June 5 in 
England. A three-month illness 
had forced Downing to return to 
England from France, where he 
had been a visiting scholar at the 
Universite dToulouse-le-Mirail. 

“Pm personally very sad that 
this premature death has 
occurred. He was such a hard and 
productive worker, as a scholar. 
He was also a very kind and 
thoughtful person, with a strong 
social conscience”, says Dean of 
Education John Jackson. “I 
really think he deserved some 
time for reflection.” 

He was working “right up to 
the end,” and he was greatly 
assisted in his travels and his 
work by his wife, Marianne, 
Jackson adds. 

Sister Josephine O'Dwyer, a 
former student in Downing's 
graduate class in comparative 
reading, calls Downing one of 
those “rare exceptional people 
who influenced many colleagues 
and students in the University 
environs, and others well beyond 
the world of academe.” 

In an appreciation written in 
Downing's memory, Sister O'Dw¬ 
yer describes how he travelled to 
remote parts of the world to con¬ 
duct his research, and “was a spe¬ 
cial favorite with the students of 
the Grade Two class at Saint 


Andrew's School where he spent 
several hours each week for two 
years.” 

In 1984, Downing was awarded 
the International Citation of 
Merit of the International Read¬ 
ing Association—one of nine ever 
awarded and the second to a 
Canadian—for leadership in his 
field. 

He had been professor at UVic 
since 1970, coming here from the 
University of London Institute of 
Education where he had been the 
Director of the Reading Research 
Unit and Senior Lecturer in 
Psychology. 

He became interested in child¬ 
ren's ideas about reading and 
writing after observing child¬ 
ren's reactions to English printed 
in the initial teaching alphabet 
(i.t.a.), and his book, Evaluating 
the Initial Teaching Alphabet, 
is recognized as the definitive 
work on the topic. 

Other books by Downing 
include Reading and Reason¬ 
ing, and, with his collaborator 
Rof. Renate Valtin, Language 
Awareness and Learning to 
Read (Springer-Verlag, 1984). 

Downing created the idea of 
comparative reading as a new 
field of study, and his book, Com¬ 
parative Reading, is a report of 
his cross-national study of read¬ 
ing in 14 countries. His more gen¬ 
eral books on reading include 
Reading Readiness and Psy¬ 
chology of Reading. 

Downing was a Fellow of the 
American Psychological Associa¬ 
tion, a Fellow of the Canadian 
Psychological Association, and a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Arts. He was the first President of 
the United Kingdom Reading 
Association, and served on sev¬ 
eral committees of the Interna¬ 
tional Reading Association. 

He is survived by his wife and 
three sons. 


Funeral service for Garden Friend 


Nobel Laureate Dr. John Polanyi 
severely discouraged university scient¬ 
ists from participating in research con¬ 
tracts which have anything to do with 
the United States Strategic Defence 
Initiatives (SDI), or Star Wars, when he 
spoke at UVic as a Distinguished Lec¬ 
turer May 28. 

A University of Toronto professor who 
won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 
1986 for his contributions to the under¬ 
standing of reaction dynamics at the 
molecular level, Polanyi spoke to a 
capacity audience in the University 
Auditorium on “The Responsibilities of 
the Scientist”. 

The Distinguished Lecturer, who 
received an Honorary Degree from UVic 
on May 29, referred to high-level scien¬ 
tific resistance to the arms race in 1944, 
before the atomic blasts of World War II. 
He said the committee headed by Nobel 
Prize winner James Frank had urged 
President Truman not to use the wea¬ 
pons, which Frank had said “were a 
grave danger to the future of the world.” 

Polanyi said the Frank Committee 
claimed, as he does today, that the 
proper arena to settle the Cold War is the 
political one, through negotiations, and 
the answer does not lie in further devel¬ 
opments of scientific research. He urged 
scientists to underline this belief by ref¬ 
using to do SDI research. 

Polanyi said the most up-to-date study 
about the viability of SDI, by the Ameri¬ 
can Physical Society, reported that SDI 
would require technical improvements 
by factors of 100 to 1,000. He said the 
summary of the study consisted of 26 
statements, which were all pessimistic 
about the technical realizability of the 
scheme. 

Major ethical responsibilities lie in 
resisting pressures “to please political 
masters,” Polanyi said. 

Polanyi said he is encouraged by the 
federal government's recent expressions 
of increasing hesitation about participa¬ 
tion in SDI. 

Resistance from the Canadian scien¬ 
tific community to SDI research is lar¬ 
gely symbolic, since obviously SDI can 
proceed in spite of Canadian scientific 
non-co-operation, but such an 
“attention-drawing gesture” can have 
wide moral implications, and effect 
upon public opinion, said the scientist. 

American A-Bomb developer Robert 
Oppenheimer's comment that in creat¬ 
ing the atomic weapon “scientists had 
know sin” was a frank admittance of the 
fact that scientists had transformed 
warfare. As a result, scientists know 
they can no longer retreat into “a clois¬ 
ter of research” due to the inescapable 
moral consequences of their work, Pola¬ 
nyi stressed. 

The temptations are either to claim 
discoveries which hadn't been made, or 
to “hide discoveries, where they do 
exist” but would prove inconvenient to 
the authorities, he stated. 
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Science today is impinged upon by 
defence, governmental and commercial 
interests, and this sort of “ideological 
conformity” threatens scientists in both 
the West and Eastern Bloc countries, 
Polanyi said. 

Much of the residual pressure to con¬ 
form can come from peers, Polanyi 
added, citing the example of Copernicus: 
it was just as much his scientific con¬ 
freres, as the church, who would have 
been “highly charged at his outrageous 
claims”—claims since vindicated, said 
the Nobel Laureate. 

Nursing 

director 

honored 

The degree of Honorary Doctor of 
Science was conferred upon UVic Nurs¬ 
ing Director Dr. Dorothy Kergin, at the 
Spring Convocation Ceremony of 
McMaster University in May. 

Kergin, who came to UVic from 
McMaster in 1980, is recognized nation¬ 
ally and internationally for her work in 
the expanded role of nurses in primary 
care. 

At the McMaster Convocation honor¬ 
ing Kergin, an honorary degree was also 
bestowed upon Prince Karim Aga Khan, 
in recognition of his extensive social 
welfare activities in health and educa¬ 
tion, in Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, 
Tanzania, Kenya and Syria. 

In 1979, Kergin established linkages 
with Aga Khan University in Pakistan, 
which led the way to McMaster estab¬ 
lishing an agreement with the Aga 
Khan School of Nursing. The Schools 
worked together to provide educational 
programs to prepare qualified nurses for 
roles in community health programs, 
and in the 721 bed Aga Khan teaching 
hospital in Karachi. 

Programs which Kergin developed at 
McMasters have had a major impact on 
the development of nursing in Canada, 
United States, and Australia, states the 
citation in her honor. 

“A notable characteristic of Dr. Ker¬ 
gin has been her ability to detect trends 
and to take effective action. Her work 
has been recognized by governmental, 
educational and professional bodies in 
Canada and abroad,” it concludes. 

Kergin has received a number of pres¬ 
tigious awards during her fruitful 
career. Last year she received the Award 
of Merit by the Registered Nurses Asso¬ 
ciation of B.C., for outstanding contribu¬ 
tions to the nursing profession, and the 
Jeanne-Mance Award from the Cana¬ 
dian Nurses Association. 

Since Kergin became Director of Nurs¬ 
ing at UVic, she has been active in devel¬ 
oping a distance education curriculum 
leading to a B.S.N., available to students 
throughout British Columbia, and 
beyond. In the fall of this year, the first 
students to complete their B.S.N. 
degrees entirely through distance educa¬ 
tion courses will graduate, says Kergin. 
“Some have never set foot on this 
campus.” 

“We have somewhere in the neighbor¬ 
hood of 400 actively involved students, 
many of whom are part-time and many 
are distance education students,” this 
outstanding educator is pleased to 
report. 


Funeral services for Joan Zink, a good 
friend of the UVic University Gardens, 
will be held Monday (June 15) at St. 
George's Anglican Church, in Cadboro 
Bay. 

Zink became an active Garden Friend 
after she came to Victoria in 1968, and 
for four years served as the garden's 
planning chairman. 

She graduated from the University of 
British Columbia in 1938 with degrees in 
horticulture and botany, and later 
served as direetpr of the first provincial 


university extension education 
program. 

Her brother, Dr. Ian McTaggart 
Cowan, was Chancellor of UVic and 
another brother, Dr. Patrick McTaggart 
Cowan, was president of Simon Fraser 
University. Her sister, Pamela Charles- 
worth, is a Victoria architect. 

Zink was also a member of the Univer¬ 
sity Women's Club of Victoria. She is 
survived by her husband Leonard, two 
daughters and four grandchildren. 
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Sheltered housing wanted by seniors, says study 


flu 


It is time for sheltered housing to come of 
age in Canada, according to a recent 
UVic study which involved 533 Victoria 
seniors averaging 71 years old. 

Sheltered housing is the term used to 
describe housing for seniors that is a 
halfway compromise between institu¬ 
tional and home care. Its basic compo¬ 
nents include self-contained apart¬ 
ments, optional meal services,** 
caretakers, and personal alarm systems, 
explains sociologist Dr. Paul Baker. 

Baker conducted the study to find out 
whether seniors in Victoria would be 
interested in the normal components of 
sheltered housing, which has a long his¬ 
tory in the United Kingdom, but is just 
appearing on the scene in Canada. 

The study indicates that the funda¬ 
mentals of sheltered housing are of great * 
interest to Victoria seniors, especially to 
those over the age of 75. 

Supported partly by the B.C. work- 


study program and by the Capital 
Regional Hospital and Health Planning 
Commission, Baker conducted the study 
with the assistance of student interview¬ 
ers Meredith Knox, Colleen Quigley, 
Theresa Kueber and Joan Lawrence. 

When asked their preferences for alter-* 
native housing should their health fail, 
most seniors said they were interested in 
staying at home with help from com¬ 
munity services, or moving into a 
seniors housing project where services 
are available. Moving in with family or 
friends, or having family or friends 
come in to help them, were the least 
favored options. 

The results of the survey show that 
half of those aged 75 or over want an 
alarm system or a person in the building 
they could call upon in event of an emer¬ 
gency. The typical candidates for the 
alarm system are widows, aged 75 and 


over, with low to medium incomes, who 
live alone in rented apartments. 

Age was the most important factor in 
determining seniors' housing preferen¬ 
ces, but sex and the numbers in the. 
household had an impact. Males are 
more likely to favor moving in with fam¬ 
ily members, or having family members 
come in to help them. People living alone 
are most likely to favor moving into 
seniors housing or staying home with 
assistance from community services, 
the* study found. 

Baker notes that fully three-quarters 
of the seniors interviewed say they want - 
to move into a seniors project where ser¬ 
vices are available, “which is a very 
broad definition of sheltered housing. 
And ... 21 per cent of those aged 75 and 
over were interested in the three basic 
components of sheltered housing 
(alarm, meals, and a caretaker to call). ,, 


ul: 

The data clearly indicates that the» /^^-: 
greatest demand for sheltered housing is 1 

in Fairfield, where there are large, 
numbers of older individuals living 
alone, “although a sheltered housing 
project in almost any area in Greater 
Victoria would undoubtedly be filled 
quickly," Baker concludes. 

The study was discussed in the May 
1987 newsletter of the Capital 
Regional Hospital and Health Planning 
Commission, following Baker’s presen¬ 
tation of the study to the Commission.. 

The study “confirms the need to pro¬ 
vide supportive housing so that more 
seniors may prolong their independence 
and, incidentally, significantly reduce 
our health care costs. For example, in 
the U.K. where sheltered housing is 
extensively developed, there is propor¬ 
tionately less inpatient care," says the 
newsletter report. 


Engineer corrects errors, 

piracy 



Bhargava 


The following article has been sub¬ 
mitted to the Ring by the Business 
and Industry Development Centre 
on campus. The BIDC is encourag¬ 
ing technology transfer between 
the university and industry. 


“To err is human, but to correct is 
divine." That’s the philosophy behind a 
University of Victoria Electrical Engi¬ 
neer’s research, which deals with the 
deletion and correction of errors. 

Dr. Vijay Bhargava’s research inter¬ 
est lies in the area of digital communica¬ 
tions, with special emphasis on error 
control coding techniques, crypto¬ 
graphy and spread spectrum communi¬ 
cations. His research focuses on errors 
arising through a variety of natural fac¬ 
tors such as rain, lightning, and dis¬ 
tance that occur at the receiving end of 
satellite, microwave and other 
transmissions. 

This type of work has important com¬ 
mercial applications in mobile radio and 
satellite systems, most of which use 
'error control coding’ to ensure accurate 
transmission of information from 'here 
to there’ over distance. Error control 
coding—or the correction of faulty data 
received from transmission—is 
achieved either through 'forward error 
correction’ (automatic computer correc¬ 
tion at the receiving end) or through a 
request for repetition of the transmis¬ 
sion. Bhargava’s work can also be app¬ 
lied in recording—magnetic discs, 
optical discs, computer memories— 


where information is transmitted from 
'now to then’ over time. 

Bhargava’s expertise has been app¬ 
lied to a variety of projects, including a 
recent major international scientific 
conference held in Victoria. He was the 
key figure in organizing the IEEE 
Pacific Rim Conference on Communica¬ 
tions, Computers and Signal Process¬ 
ing. Sponsored by the Department of 
Electrical Engineering, the Faculty of 
Engineering and the Victoria Section of 
the IEEE (Institute of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineers—a 275,000 
member, international organization), 
the conference was attended by some 
400 delegates from 14 countries. Papers 
in such areas as mobile and satellite 
communications, computer engineer¬ 
ing, design automation and remote sens¬ 
ing were presented. 

Bhargava says, “The conference pro¬ 
vided an opportunity to share ideas and 
information on the science and art of 
using and developing electronic equip¬ 
ment and systems for the processing, 
transmission, storage and reception of 
intelligence and information. And it put 
the focus on Victoria, UVic and our 
Engineering Faculty in a new and 
important way." 

Bhargava has also worked exten¬ 
sively in the area of communication 
security, designing methods—including 
scramblers—to ensure that private sig¬ 
nals are accessible only to authorized 
users, preventing piracy of information. 
He is also co-author of'Digital Commun¬ 
ications By Satellite’, a publication that 
has become a standard text at several 
engineering schools. He has served as a 
consultant to both government and pri¬ 
vate corporations, including the Federal 
Ministry of Supplies and Services, Com¬ 
munications Branch, and MicroTel 
Pacific, B.C. Tel’s research branch in 
Burnaby. As well, he has helped Bell- 
Northern Research improve the perfor¬ 
mance of their microwave radio 
systems. 




Editor’s Note 

The next edition of the Ring will be 
published July 10. Calendar copy 
must be submitted by July 2. 



Speakers Bureau 
winds up year 


The 1987-88 Speakers Bureau is begin¬ 
ning to take shape, with 136 members 
already signed up and many new and 
interesting topics listed. If any univer¬ 
sity members would still like to join, 
please contact Marie Bachand, in Com¬ 
munity Relations, at 8732. 

This term with the Bureau was highly 
successful, as the following list of the 
final speakers, and their topics, 
indicates: 

APRIL 

Dr. James A. Boutilier, History of the 
Pacific Islands, Cubbon Adult Day Care 
Centre, Victoria; Dr. Warren Little, 
Engineering & The University of Victo¬ 
ria, Belmont School; Fran Rose, 
Government Documents at the McPher¬ 
son Library, Preceptor Alpha Chapter of 
Beta Sigma Phi, Victoria; Dr. Robert 
Lawrence, The Pleasures of Old Cars, 
Brentwood Bay Rotary Club. 

MAY 

Elaine Fisher, Decoding Advertise¬ 
ments, Mensa Canada; Dr. Gerry Van 
Gyn, Coping with Leisure: A Contem¬ 
porary Program, A Future Problem, 
Mensa Canada; Dr. Keith Jobson, The 
Canadian Charter of Rights & Free¬ 
doms, Mensa Canada; Dr. David Willi¬ 
ams, How to Write and Publish a Book, 
Mensa Canada; George Steggles, 
Stately Homes and Follies, Mensa Can¬ 
ada; Dr. Vijay Bhargava, The Coming 
of the Information Revolution, Brent¬ 
wood Bay Rotary Club; Dr. Robert Gif¬ 
ford, Planning Humane Buildings, 
Stelly’s Secondary School; Dr. Hart 
Will, Multiculturalism: A Canadian 
Experiment, Belmont School; Dr. 
Richard Backus, Philosophy of 


Ergonomics info 
available 

Working with Video Display Termi¬ 
nals, a booklet produced by the B.C. 
Ministry of Labour, is available free, at 
UVic, in the Occupational Health and 
Safety Office located in Personnel Servi¬ 
ces in the Sedgewick Building. 

The booklet is intended for the increas¬ 
ing numbers of people interested in cur¬ 
rent health and human engineering 
(ergonomics) knowledge, related to the 
use of microcomputers, word processors, 
and other video display equipment. 

A limited number of free copies of the 
publication are available, and can be 
obtained by contacting the Occupa¬ 
tional Health and Safety Office, at local 
8879. 


Science, Institute of Electrical and Elec¬ 
tronic Engineers; Dr. Paul Baker, 
Retirement, Cordova Bay Kiwanis; Dr. 
James Boutilier, History of the Pacific 
Islands, Friendship Unit, Fairfield 
Church; Dr. Micaela Serra, Computer 
Science, Belmont School; Dr. Nicolas 
Rolland, Stone Age Greece, Kiwanis 
Club of Greater Victoria Seniors; Dr. 
David Leeming, A Glimpse of New 
England, Cubbon Adult Day Care Cen¬ 
tre; Dr. Robert Bell, Exercise and 
Aging, Canada Employment Centre; 
Dr. Horace Beach, Relationships and 
Sexuality in the 80s, Stelly’s Secondary 
School; Prof. F. Murray Fraser, Fam¬ 
ily Law, Victoria High School. 

JUNE 

Chris Moss, Planning for an Orienta¬ 
tion, Camosun College; George Steg¬ 
gles, Stately Homes and Follies: A 
Lighthearted Look at Some of the More 
Bizarre Aspects of English 18th Century 
Architecture, Cadboro Bay United 
Church Women’s Group; Dr. Larry 
Devlin, Lifelong Learning, Stelly’s 
Secondary School; Dr. Jeremy Tatum, 
Butterflies, James Bay Lodge; Dr. Nic¬ 
olas Rolland, Subsistence and Econ¬ 
omy During the Last Glacial in Eurasia, 
Brentwood Bay Rotary Club; Elaine 
Fisher, Decoding Advertisements: 
Understanding Symbol, Language, 
Image and Connotation, Pacific 
Northwest Public Purchasing Associa¬ 
tion. 

Note: Missing from previous reports 
was Dr. George Steggles, Stately 
Homes and Follies, Kiwanis Club of 
Greater Victoria. 


Shad Valley 
students coming 

Students in the Shad Valley Program, 
the summer school of the Canadian Cen¬ 
ter for Creative Technology, will visit 
UVic July 10. 

The 52 Shad Valley visitors-to-be are 
among the brightest Grade 11 and 12 
high school students in the country. Dur¬ 
ing their visit here, faculty members will 
provide them with a day of projects in 
biology, biochemistry and microbiology, 
engineering, physics and chemistry. 

Universities involved in the Shad Val¬ 
ley program, which originates in Water¬ 
loo, Ontario, include UBC, New 
Brunswick, Calgary, Manitoba, and 
Waterloo. 


i. 
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PUBLIC LECTURES 
AND SEMINARS 
Wednesday, June 17, 1987 

7:30 p.m. Dr. Lynne Feather, Graduate Coor¬ 
dinator of the Museum Studies Program at 
the University of Toronto will give a public 
lecture “In Search of the Lost Museum.” 
Begbie 158. 

Thursday, June 25, 1987 

7:30 p.m. The Maltwood Art Museum & 
Gallery presents Mr. Ian Vorres, on “The 
Ulysses Syndrome”, a general survey of the 
leading role Greece has played and is still 
playing in the history of Western art, and an 
analysis of contemporary Greek art and its 
relation to international art. Mr. Vorres man¬ 
ages the family-owned John Vorres & Co., 
which represents and acts as agents in 
Greece for many major foreign companies, 
and also writes for several major Canadian 
and U.S. newspapers. He is the President of 
the Hellenic Canadian Association of Greece, 
a member of the Foreign Press Association 
of Greece and the Board of the Canadian 
Mediterranean Institute in Ottawa, and a 
life-patron of the Canadian Archaeological 
Institute in Athens. His home, Pyrgi, has 
been declared a national monument by the 
Greek government and has been donated as 
a museum to Greece. He has also completed 
a Museum of contemporary Greek art, the 
first of its kind in Greece, and which has also 
been donated to his country. The lecture will 
be held in the Senate and Board Room, 
University Centre (A180). 

EXHIBITIONS 

June 21 - July 19, 1987 Vorres Museum - 
Collection of Contemporary Greek Art (Inter¬ 
national Travelling Exhibition Programme - 
National Museums of Canada) will be on 
display in the Maltwood Art Museum and 
Gallery. The Vorres Museum and its collec¬ 


Kate Sandilands, who was mentioned in the 
May 29 edition of the Ring for receiving a spe¬ 
cial Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council M.A. Scholarship, will be doing gradu¬ 
ate work in sociology, not psychology as said 
in the notice. Also, the Faculty of Fine Arts 
would like to apologize for an error in the Art- 
sletter, and would like its readers to know that 
the correct title of Dr. Gordana Lazarevich’s 
soon-to-be published book is The Musical 
World of Francis James and Murray Adaskin. 

Dr. Fred Cooperstock (Physics) has been 
awarded a Lady Davis Visiting Professorship to 
the Technion-lsrael Institute of Technology in 
Haifa, Israel, where Cooperstock will spend his 
1987-88 sabbatical. The Lady Davis awards are 
made each year to a limited number of scient¬ 
ists, from the Lady Davis Fellowship Trust 
established in the name of the philanthropist 


tions cover 3000 years of Greek history. The 
museum is divided into two sections with the 
second section dealing with contemporary 
Greek art, especially paintings and sculp¬ 
tures by leading Greek artists of the second 
half of the 20th century. This travelling 
exhibit illustrates the talent of these artists. 

July 2-27, 1987 Jim Elwood - Paintings will 
be on display in the McPherson Library 
Gallery. 

July 26 - September 13,1987 The Maltwood 
Art Museum and Gallery features an exhibi¬ 
tion of English furniture in the Maltwood 
Collection. 

July 26 - August 30,1987 Liturgical Manus¬ 
cripts of the Middle Ages (from the Montreal 
Museum of Fine Arts) will be on display in 
the Maltwood Art Museum and Gallery. 
Among the most sumptuous art treasures 
that survive the Middle Ages are illuminated 
manuscripts. Many of these were produced 
for religious use: for the Mass, the Divine 
Office, and for private devotions. Drawn from 
several public collections in both the Mont¬ 
real and Toronto areas, complete manus¬ 
cripts as well as numerous single leaves will 
be exhibited. These works, originating from 
workshops in Italy, France, Germany, Fland¬ 
ers and Austria, portray the art of manuscript 
illumination from the 12th to 16th centuries, 
and are rarely on display due to their 
fragility. 

July 27 - August 17, 1987 The McPherson 
Library Gallery presents Willi E.A. Boepple - 
Photographs. 


OTHER EVENTS 

Saturdays until Fall, 1987 

The Dominion Astrophysical Observatory 
holds public observing sessions with the 1.8 m 


and benefactor of educational institutions who 
died in Montreal in 1963. The Trust was estab¬ 
lished 10 years later, to enable scholars of var¬ 
ious disciplines and nationalities to study, 
engage in research, or teach at the Technion or 
the Hebrew University in Israel. 

Two of the four photographers in the Van¬ 
couver Island invitational exhibit at the Art 
Gallery of Greater Victoria this year are work¬ 
ing at UVic. Don Pierce and Dayle Sutherland, 
photographers with Audio Visual and Televi¬ 
sion Services, have been invited to exhibit 
along with George Gaudette and Linda Bedard 
in Multiple Exposure: the Vancouver Island 
Invitational, running from June 18 to August 
16. The photographers invited to appear in this 
year’s exhibit all possess “innovative talents 
and create distinctive, non-conventional pho¬ 
tographic works,” says the art gallery calendar. 


(72-inch) telescope from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. every 
Saturday until fall. Staff give explanatory talks 
and answer astronomical questions. The dis¬ 
play “A Brief Story of Astronomy” is also open. 
No reservations are needed and there is no 
charge. The main dome is open daily from 9:15 
a.m. through 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m., and Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


PHOENIX THEATRE 

Wednesday, June 17 - Saturday, July 25, 

1987 

8:00 p.m. The Phoenix Theatre presents The 
Blues by Hrant Alianak. Set in New York, 
1951, four characters play out their tenuous 
lives: The Lady of the Night, The Salvation 
Army Girl, the Frustrated Writer and The 
Philosophical Bartender, all seeking refuge 
from Life. In the midst of this gloom, 
playwright Alianak leaves room for the comic 
and the bizarre. The result is a pathetic and 
sometimes hilarious pastiche of lonely mid¬ 
nights, love for sale and losers always hoping 
to win. Directed by Clayton Jevne. Perfor¬ 
mances June 17, 18 (dinner theatre evening), 
19, 20, 27, and Saturdays in July. 

Wednesday, June 24 - Saturday, August 15, 
1987 

8:00 p.m. Michael Booth directs The Impor¬ 
tance of Being Earnest, by Oscar Wilde. A 
brilliant masterpiece of wit, elegance and 
sheer comic genius. This classic escapade of 
mistaken identities is a perfect follow-up to 
last season’s run-away hit Hay Fever. Bar- 
beque theatre evenings: June 25 and 30, and 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays begin¬ 
ning July 2nd, and ending August 13. 

Theatre evenings (no barbecue) Fridays June 
26 through August 14, and Saturdays, August 
1, 8 and 15. 


Dear Sir/Madam, 

It is surely ironic that just when graduating stu¬ 
dent Jane Verrall takes tops honours in Mathe¬ 
matics and Physics and post-graduate student 
Micaela Serra wins her landmark Ph.D. in Com¬ 
puter Sciences, the University community is 
addressed by leading scientist and Nobel Lau¬ 
reate John Polanyi on the role of exclusively 
male scientists. 

In his public address on the responsibilities 
of scientists, Polanyi constantly re-iterated the 
phrase ... “the scientist, he” ... and concluded 
his remarks by affirming a commitment to ... 
“the future of man”... 

It is a pity that Polanyi has not taken his own 
advice in becoming more closely involved with 
the political issues of the day, for he would have 


Thursday, October 29 - Saturday, November 
7, 1987 

8:00 p.m. Twelfth Night, Shakespeare’s 
comedy of love and romance, full of mis¬ 
taken identities and misplaced loves. A 
ridiculous maze of masquerades and esca¬ 
pades, racing toward a joyous ending. One 
of Shakespeare’s best. Directed by Linda 
Hardy. October 29, 30, 31, November 2, 3, 6 
and 7. Dinner theatre evenings November 4 
and 5. Matinee performance 2:00 p.m. 
November 7. 

FOR RESERVATIONS OR FURTHER INFOR¬ 
MATION CALL 721-8000. 

MUSIC 

Monday, August 17 to Friday, August 28, 

1987 

UVic summer workshop in Jazz for musicians 
of all ages and all abilities featuring top 
professional jazz musicians from Victoria and 
Vancouver. For more information call or 
write: Summer Jazz Workshop, School of 
Music, University of Victoria, P.O. Box 1700, 
Victoria, B.C., V8W 2Y2, (604) 721-7903. 

LANSDOWNE LECTURES 

Monday, June 22, 1987 
2:30-3:30 p.m. Dr. Enders A. Robinson, 
University of Tulsa, on “Kalman vs. Wiener 
Filtering”. Sponsored by Electrical Engineer¬ 
ing. Science & Engineering Complex Room 
258. 

Tuesday, June 23, 1987 
2:30-3:30 p.m. “Space-Time Digital Signal 
Processing” by Dr. Enders A. Robinson, 
University of Tulsa. Sponsored by Electrical 
Engineering. Science % Engineering Com¬ 
plex Room 258. 

LANSDOWNE LECTURES ARE FREE AND 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 


heard the many sound arguments in favour of 
gender.-inclusive language. He may, alas, be 
correct in his assessment of conceptual 
change, viz., that progress does not result from 
scientists embracing new theories, but rather 
that those scientists who embrace impotent 
theories eventually die off. This is a gloomy 
prediction, perhaps, but it carries an increasing 
weight of evidence. 

Sincerely, 

Josephine Payne-O’Connor, Ph.D. 

Executive Director, 

BC PIRG, UVic local. 

Note: The writer has a Ph.D. in Philosophy of 
Science. 



Elderhostel is coming 

Elderhostel is coming this summer, bringing seniors from all over North 
America to UVic. 

Programs for seniors held through University Extension each summer 
will be part of the international Elderhostel organization for the first 
time, explains co-ordinator Anne Fraser, who is working with Peggy 
Faulds on this year’s program. 

Approximately 58 people, from provinces and states as far as Quebec, 
Texas and New York, will be on campus from June 21 to 28, and another 
group is coming for the week from July 12 to 18. 

These visitors, aged 60 and over, will participate in courses in biology, 
music and creative writing, while they live in residence and experience- 
the stimulation of university life and the amenities of Victoria. 

Each year, thousands of people in their 60s and older participate in 
Elderhostel programs at over 850 colleges, universities and other educa¬ 
tional institutions in Canada, the United States, and more than 30 
countries overseas 

Participating universities retain their academic independence, while 
Elderhostel enables them to advertise their programs far afield in the 
Elderhostel Catalogue, says Fraser. 

It is a rewarding experience for all participants—the professors who 
teach are excited at having these enthusiastic people, who have so much 
to offer, in class. And the students themselves are extremely enthusias¬ 
tic. It gives people a new dimension. As well as taking interesting 
courses, they meet new people, she says, adding that she hopes the UVic 
community will help to make its first Elderhostel visitors feel at home. 



The Importance of Being Earnest, Oscar Wilde's masterpiece being directed by Dr. 
Michael Booth, will entertain Victoria audiences during the Phoenix Summer Thea¬ 
tre season. Wilde's classic, opening June 24, will be staged on the patio of. the 
Faculty club, as well as in the Phoenix, throughout its run. Taking high tea during 
rehearsals, above, are Kathleen Barr (left) who plays Gwendolyn Fairfax, and 
Megan Dennis, playing Cedily Car dew. The other production in this year's PST 
season is Hrant Alianak's The Blues, opening June 17. Call the Phoenix theatre 
Box Office at 721 -8000, to book reservations. 
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